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Nominee: South Australian Regent Parrot Recovery Team, SA  
Category: Australian Government Partnerships with Landcare 
 
 
The South Australian Regent Parrot Recovery Team (RPRT) emerged eight years ago after years of community monitoring 
of threatened bird species along the Murray River. Chaired by the community, the group is a true partnership between 
state government, five local Landcare groups, Friends of Riverland Parks, Industry partners, Banrock Station, and 
individual community members.  
 
The South Australian Regent Parrot Recovery Team (RPRT) was established to drive on-ground research and restoration 
and to promote awareness of the eastern Regent Parrot, a nationally threatened bird species of the Riverland. The team 
has become a facilitation point for members to work towards a clear plan and ensure that all stakeholders are given the 
opportunity to be involved in all areas of decision making, grant writing, budgeting and on-ground work. 
 
Four Landcare groups throughout the Riverland area are represented on the RPRT. Through events such as regular 
meetings and training days, Landcare groups are given the opportunity to collaborate on a variety of projects under the 
RPRT. This fosters close working relationships between groups that allow them to share information and community 
networks. The community networks provided by Landcare groups are invaluable to the RPRT and are a fantastic source of 
enthusiastic volunteers that are encouraged to become involved in Regent Parrot surveys, training and education days, 
and to take part in the public sightings campaign. To date, the volunteer effort has been extensive with community 
members contributing thousands of hours to a broad range of projects conducted by the Team. 
 
The RPRT is extremely proactive in the community, using a variety of methods in connecting with a range of people. The 
group established the public sighting campaign ‘1800 Parrot’ project, which has been a fantastic way to engage 
community while addressing conservation priorities. The group developed branding, TV ads, a website, Facebook page 
and free call number to encourage the local community to report Regent Parrot sightings from August 2012 onwards.  
 
The diverse background within the RPRT has been harnessed by the team, particularly in planning and partnership 
development. One of the Team's important partners is Banrock Station Wines, who have implemented practices that are 
mindful of the Regent Parrots found on their property. This has included; protecting Mallee habitat used by the birds, 
limiting noise around nest hollows during breeding season, and avoidance of spraying chemicals when birds are present. 
The partnership developed between the RPRT and Banrock Station is one example of how the team has developed 
positive relationships with stakeholders utilising; scientists; horticulturalists and business, to achieve positive natural 
resource management outcomes. 
 
RPRT members from various organisations contribute a great deal of time where possible through in-kind donations. This 
collective effort creates large conservation outcomes so that when funding is available it can be used for core projects. 
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The distribution of the eastern Regent Parrot in South Australia extends across a number of Landcare group jurisdictions. 
Naturally, some Landcare groups are more active than others in their participation in the RPRT. The group implements 
conservation activities with a landscape approach and the participation of all relevant Landcare groups is important to 
achieve the most effective conservation outcomes. For example, it is essential that accurate landscape scale population 
surveys be conducted every few years to monitor population trends. This becomes increasingly difficult when some 
groups become disengaged. The RPRT remedies this situation by continuing to extend invitations to all Landcare groups 
and to provide innovative and engaging training days and workshops. 
 
Landcare is a grassroots movement that harnesses individuals and groups to protect, restore and sustainably manage 
Australia’s natural environment and its productivity. Groups that fall under the Landcare umbrella work on a diverse range 
of environmental projects and include farmers embracing sustainable farm management and any community group that 
partakes in volunteer environmental activities. To find out how you can become a Landcare volunteer and for full details 
on all 2016 National Landcare finalists, visit www.landcareaustralia.org.au  
 
Ends 
For further information, photographs or interviews contact:  
 
Manjari Fergusson     Luke Ireland   
Landcare Australia      South Australian Regent Parrot Recovery Team 
manjari.fergusson@landcareaustralia.com.au    lukeireland83@gmail.com  
02 8440 8807      0478505335 
 
 
 
Web Summary 
After years of community monitoring of a nationally threatened bird species along the River Murray, the SA Regent Parrot 
Recovery Team formed 6 years ago to drive on-ground research and restoration for the eastern Regent Parrot, an iconic 
species of the Riverland. Chaired by the community, the group is a true partnership between state government, five local 
Landcare groups, Friends of Riverland Parks, Industry partners Banrock Station and individual community members. In the 
last 12 months, the team have been at the forefront of research and innovation for threatened species by: rolling out a 
major public sighting campaign mixing traditional and social media; developing a completely new video camera system for 
recording nest behaviour; designing a new backpack system for attaching GPS trackers to Regent Parrots; and completing 
the first health and disease screening for a wild population of this species. 
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